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POStOFFICE MUSEUM
m

A Unique Collection Pertaining

to the U S Mail Service

There is a museum connected with the
Post Office Department which contains
many exhibits of unusual interest The
repository is located on the first floor of
the Department building in this city and
Is officially known as the Dead Letter
Office Museum Its contents graphically
illustrate one phase at least of the va
Earies of mankind and the utter disre- -

frard of the postal laws by ceitniu reck
and thoughtless persons

Near the eastern entiancc of the Mu
seum is nn old time Itocky Mountain mail
coach badly battered and used up after
Jong service on the rough mountain trans
of the far AVcst This interesting lelic was
built in 1S03 and was recently donated
to the Museum by S S Huntley General
Manager of the Yellowstone Paik Trans-
portation

¬

Company The old coach was
among the first to carry mails in Montana
lts service being from Helena to Boze
inan carrying the mails between those
points once each week while now over
the railroads the mails between Helena
and Bozeman are carried four times a diy
This coach was captured by the Indians
In 1S77 with its contents including the
mails Gen Howard was quickly inform ¬

ed of the capture and at once started
after the Indians with a strong force of
Regular Cavalry After a hot pursuit
the coach was recaptured by the Hoops

Among the distinguished persons who
liave traveled in the vehicle are Gen
Garfield before he became President
Gen Arthur on his visit to Montana in
18S3 and Gen Sherman on his tour of
Inspection in 1S77 When Gen Sherman
was its passenger the coach made the dis ¬

tance from Fort Ellis to Helena 10S mile1
In eight hours six horses being the team
jlvith frequent relays Mr P B Clark
ene of the proprictois of the Stage Com ¬

pany drove the whole distance
The historic vehicle is a lumbersoine

affair and bears many bullet marks the
result of attacks made upon it by Indians
and bandits It is painted dark red the
Wheels being colored a bright canary yel-

low
¬

striped with black The coach is in
itrange contrast with a natty rural free
Helivery wagon of the very latest type
which stands opposite The latter is a
model of lightness and comfort and ap¬

pears gay in its coat of the national tri-

color
¬

red white and blue
An entertaining feature of the Dead

Letter Office Museum is a series of lifc
tize figures showing the uniforms and
equipment of the mail carriers of several
nations The Porto Rican carrier is
mounted on a diminutive donkey On
each side of the animal in the position
Usually occupied by panniers are suspended
two clumsy looking leather trunks in which
the mail is carried TJie carrier is clad
fa a breezy suit of linen with a wide
brimmed straw hat and apparently sits
Dost uncomfortably on the little donkey
fcis legs dangling over the animals fore
ahoulders

The Swiss carrier is represented by
blonde young man clad in a uniform of

Bavy blue with a plentitude of brass lace
and buttons and a navy cap of the same
color having on its front a design in red
and gold of a crown and trumpet This
figure suggests a petty officer in the
American Xavy The Swiss mounted
carrier is similarly attired and wears in
addition a great rubber cape which en-
velops

¬

his entire form He is also armed
iirith a dangerous looking saber and a big
revolver and carries a clarion to announce
bis arrival at points where mail is to be
deliveied

The Japanese letter carrier wears a
treat cape a peculiar looking hat similar
to those worn by the Filipino soldiers
and sandals tied to his ankles by coarse
hempen cord He carries the mail in a
gripsack of the design used by
travelers

The French earner clad in his dark
Mne uniform trimmed with red and hav ¬

ing brass buttons could easily be mis ¬

taken for a private in the U S Regular
Engineer Corps so similar are their suits
On the front of the military cap is a ro
lette in the tri color of the French Repub-
lic

¬

His mail is carried in an odd looking
lachel with compartments and suspended
In his front at about the waist line The
Canadian carrier is attired in a uniform
Tery similar to that worn by the Trench
With the addition of a design on his left
arm bearing the inscription Telegraph
Messenger

The town postman of India is repre-
sented

¬

clad in a white linen suit surmount-
ed

¬

by a blue-and-r- turban The camel
postman of India is shown as a semi nude
Satire mounted on a camel with mail
Backs hanging on either side of the animal
The mail runner of India or fast mail is

also shown as half nude He carries a
Spear across his shoulder with the mail

ack hanging from the point end of the
weapon

The exhibit of the mail carriers of the
United States embraces the city carrier
n his familiar uniform of gray the West ¬

ern mounted mail carrier a typical cow ¬

boy with wide sombrero leather trousers
fcig spurs and a brace of Colts 45s strap-
ped

¬

to his belt and a dog team used for
carrying the mails in the frigid climate of
Korthem Michigan The carrier is a
Sturdy Indian clad in furs and wearing
snow shoes His team comprises three
tout dogs attached tandem to a queer

looking sled to which the mail sacks arc
fastened

Numerous cases in the second room of
the museum contain many queer things
jrhich were sent through the mails by ig-

norant
¬

careless and vicious persons
these articles found their way to the Dead
tetter Office and from thence were sent
to the Museum In one case is a hair
raising assortment of snakes tarantulas
tcorpions lizards centipedes horned
toads and other venomous reptiles and in ¬

fects In one package was found a rat-
tlesnake

¬

over seven feet in length This
rattler is exhibited in a large glass jar of
alcohol In a letter addressed to a wo
tnan in Pennsylvania and postmarked at
a mountain town in Arkansas was found
a live snake about four inches long and of
the circumference of a parlor match This
svee specimen was undoubtedly sent by
Borne enemy of the Pennsylvania woman

In a package which was sent to the
Dead Letter Office was found a copper
Cylinder about three feet in length and
Eve inches in diameter The cylinder was
carefully opened and was found to be an
infernal machine It contained chough
dynamite and other explosives to blow
Into smithereens the great Post Office
Department Building which covers an
rntire block No history of this dynamite

Is given by the Department save
that it was sent through the mails It
b probable that the authorities yet have
hopes of capturing the miscreant who
placed it in the mails and jeopardized
hundreds of human lives It is on exhi ¬

bition in the Museum
A Cuban machete was found in another

package and numerous pistols of every
design style and caliber in other pack-
ages

¬

A loaded five inch machine gun
projectile case and all was found In the
mails during the war with Spain as well
as many smaller cartridges for rifles and
revolvers

In other cases arc to be found almost
everything under the sun which is porta ¬

ble There Is a great variety of fancy
articles also razors jack knives playing
cards Bibles and other things galore An
Ohio housewife sent a big fruit cake
through the mails to a friend but it did
not reach its destination Instead it
fonnd Its way to the Dead Letter Office
and though now old and musty forms an
exhibit in the Postal Museum A wo ¬

mans wire bustle and a box of raisins
were found in another package and a
well worn brick in another the latter hav¬

ing about CO cents worth of postage due
tamps attached to its covering
There aie several pathetic reminders

ef the civil war in the Museum One of
these is a well worn Bible which some
fond mother gave to her boy when he went
to the front After his death on the
battle field a comrade at the dying boys
request evidently put It In the mails to
be returned to the fond mother He
fckctd toe wronn address on the pack- -

age and it found its way to the Dead
Letter Office

Several war time pictures of Union sol
dicrs which became lost in the mails from
1SC1 to 1SG5 are also in possession of the
dead letter authorities There are also
several pictures and trinkets sent by the
boys in blue and khaki from the far away
Philippincs to relatives and friends which
miscarried were sent to the Dead Letter
Office and are now on exhibition iu the
Museum

One of the most novel exhibits is a love
letter written with lead pencil on a pine
board about one foot and a half in width
by three feet long It was sent postal
card fashion the name and address of
the young lady and innumerable postage
stamps on one side and the letter on the
other This odd billet doux is without
name of place whence sent or date and
reads as follows

Dear Hattie In consequence of the
Boaid meeting to day I have concluded

to put this letter aboard the express to
let you know the feeling that exists in me
Indeed since your absence I have been
constantly thinking of you almost being
unaliie to attend to my regular routine or
business Now I cannot imagine the
cause of your protracted silence towards
one whom you always proposed to love

You have written to Sam also to Min-
nie

¬

and never as much as mentioned my
name Now was this because you did not
think Of me or did you wish to keep talk
down Now dearest Rip Van Winkle
you are aware I am sincere for have I
not proven this I hope that no better
looking face has caught your eye for
what is a face without lucre

I have been boarding with your Uncle
Sam the past week and in my dreams he
naturally became acquainted with our
whole proceedings In anticipation of an
early reply by American Rapid

Yours until Death
SAM HESS

On the walls of the museum arc three
large frames containing the photographs
of G9 veterans of the postal service men
who have grown gray and feeble serv ¬

ing the Government- - and the people In
the fiisl frame nre pictures of those who
have served 50 years continuously The
two other frames contain likenesses of
those who have seen 33 and 40 years of
service respectively

Scattered about the Museum are many
models of the great ocean flyers which
carry Uncle Sams mail abroad the lat-
est

¬

styles of delivery wagons and mail
cars Not the least interesting of the
exhibits is a model of the old steam-
boat

¬

Southerner which was the first
steam vessel to carry the mails across the
broad Atlantic She is a queer looking
craft her side paddle wheels uncovered
by any casing and her smoke stack pro-
truding

¬

from the upper deck The model
is similar to the original miniature design
of Robert Fulton which is shown in con-
nection

¬

with his marble statue in Stat-
uary

¬

Hall at the U S Capitol Several
handsome pictures of former Postmasters
General and a great variety of photo-
graphs

¬

illustrating the detail and im-
mensity

¬

of the Postal service and the
Post Office exhibits at several expositions
complete ine exnimt

Work of the Pension OfOce
The report of certificates issued for the

week ended Aug 30 shows
Army Invalid Original 7 increase 328

reissue 21 restoration 4 renewal 31
supplemental 9 duplicate 3 accrued
122 Total 525

Army Widows etc Original 58 reis ¬

sue 3 restoration 1 renewal 6G sup-
plemental

¬

1 duplicate 3 Total 132
Navy Invalids Original 1 accrued 4

Total 5
Navy Widows etc Original 1
Army Invalids war with Spain Origi-

nal
¬

73 increase 5 reissue 2 accrued 1
Total 81

Army Widows etc war with Spain
Original 13

Navy Widows etc war with Spain
Original 20

Army Invalids act of June 27 1800
Original 130 increase 421 additional 00
reissue 0 restoration 2 renewal 23
supplemental C duplicate 11 accrued
145 Total 84G

Army Widows etc act of June 27
1800 Original 270 reissue 3 restora-
tion

¬

2 supplemental 1 accrued 2
Total 278

Navy Invalids act of June 27 1800
Original 15 increase 2 restoration 1
duplicate 1 accrued 9 Total 28

Navy Widows etc act of June 27
1890 Original 11

Mexican War Survivors Increase 1
reissue 10 accrued 6 Total 17

Mexican War Widows Original 1
Indian Wars 1832 42 Survivors Ori-

ginal
¬

1
Totals Original 591 increase 757 ad-

ditional
¬

99 reissue 48 restoration 10
renewal 120 supplemental 17 duplicate
18 accrued 289 Total 1949

Indianapolis Post Will Assist Confederate
uome

George H Thomas Post Indianapolis
Ind at a meeting Sept 2 voted 25 for
the fund to assist in building cottages at
Mountain Creek Ala for a home for in ¬

digent and infirm Confederate soldiers
The plan to have the Indianapolis Posts
combine and build an Indiana cottage was
abandoned This is the first action of the
kind in the State

Compromise
Puck

Why should religion and science quar ¬

rel
Why indeed
Why not say that man is descended

from the monkey Eve made of Adam and
let it go at that

Bluffer I understand you called me
a liar behind my back sir

Biffer Yes I didnt like to hurt your
feelings by telling you the truth right to
your face Ohio State Jpurnal

-

THE VALUE OF CHARCOAL

Few People Know How Useful it Is in Pre-

serving

¬

Health and Beauty

Nearly everybody knows that charcoal
Is the safest and most efficient disinfect-
ant

¬

and purifier in nature but few realize
its value when taken into the human sys ¬

tem for the same cleansing purpose
Charcoal Is a remedy that the more you

take of It the better it is not a drug at
all but simply absorbs the gases and im-
purities

¬

always present in the stomach
and intestines and carries them out of
the system

Charcoal sweetens the breath after
smoking drinking or after eating onions
and other odorous vegetables

Charcoal effectually clears and improves
the complexion it whitens the teeth and
further acts as a natural and eminently
safe cathartic

It absorbs the injurious gases which
collect in the stomach and bowels It dis ¬

infects the mouth and throat from the
poison of catarrh

All druggists sell charcoal in one form
or another but probably the best char-
coal

¬

and the most for the money is in
Stuarts Absorbent Lozenges they are
composed of the finest powdered willow
charcoal and other harmless antiseptics
in tablet form or rather in the form of
large pleasant tasting lozenges the char-
coal

¬

being mixed with honey
The daily use of these lozenges will

soon tell in a much improved condition of
the general health better complexion
sweeter breath and purer blood and he
beauty of it is that no possible harm can
result from their continued use but on
the contrary great benefit

A Buffalo physician in speaking of the
benefits of charcoal says I advice
Stuarts Absorbent Lozenges to all pa-
tients

¬

Buffering from gas in stomach and
bowels and to clear the complexion and
purify the breath mouth end throat I
also believe the liver Is greatly benefited
by the daily nse of them they cost but
twenty five cents a box at drug stores
and although In tome tenso a patent prep-
aration

¬

yet I believe I get more and bet-
ter

¬

charcoal in Stuarts Absorbent
Lozenges than In any of the ordinary char
coT tablets rtrrvir
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PENSION POINTERS
v

Inquiries Answered and Sugges

tions Made

W D M Mt Gilcad Ohio If the
soldiers parents did not in their lifetime
collect his bounty it can be collected by
bis brothers and sisters and their heirs
If the parents collected the arrears of pay
due the soldier up to the date of his death
they very likely received his bounty with
the arrears of pay

J C M Middlesex N Y No interest
is allowed on unpaid arrears of military
or naval pay

Box SO Williamsburg Ky Attorneys
fees in pension claims arc payable only
when the pension is allowed and are de
dutted from the pensiou by the U S Pen ¬

sion Agent who pays the pension and sent
to tho attorney direct There is no dis-
tinction

¬

as to fees between Spanish war
pension claims and other pension claims
biought under the general law The
maximum fee allowable in original in-

valid
¬

new disability and widows pen-
sion

¬

claims under the general law is 25
but unless articles of agreement are filed
for this amount or other stipulated
amount only 10 fee is allowed The fee
in all claims for increase on pensioned dis-
ability

¬

is 2 whether under the general
law or under the act of 1800 You should
obtain from the Commissioner of Pensions
the official publication pamphlet con-
taining

¬

the pension laws and regulations
H It An appeal may be filed ngainst

a rating less than that to which the pen-

sioner
¬

was entitled upon the law and the
evidence

G P M A pensioner may not have
two sepai ate and distinct pensions for
tho same period of time that is he
could not lawfully draw S3 under one law
and 12 under another If however he
had drawn 8 over a certain period and
subsequently was found entitled to a pen-
sion

¬

of 12 over the same period as un
der a different law ho might have the
benefit of the 4 difference Under the
amendatory Indian wars service pension
act of June 27 1002 the rate of pension
is uniformly 8 per month for both sur-
vivors

¬

and widows No land warrants
are allowed for service subsequent to
March 3 1855 A soldier or his heirs
might obtain a warrant for a full 100
acres on account of Mexican war service
and another warrant for a like amount
on account of service in a prior or subse-
quent

¬

war Claims for land warrant are
filed with the Commissioner of Pensions
The rate of widows pension under the
general law depends upon the grade or
rank of the soldier nt the time of origin
of the fatal disability in service

A S C Fcaris Ky Unless the sol-

dier
¬

bad been pensioned under the general
law the fact that he died of pensioned
disability would not entitle his widow to
nension recardless of date of marriage

--Of course if the soldier though in fact
drawing under tee act of iBlru nau ror
merly been drawing under the general law
for the fatal disability or tue disability
out of which the fatal disability grew and
changed to the act of 1890 to get a higher
rate the effect would be the same as
though he were in receipt of pension unuer
the general law at the time of death

The act of March 3 1899 imposed new
conditions upon widows pension title
under any law but did not thereby

abrogate any of the old conditions If a
widow claiming under any law was mar-
ried

¬

to the soldier after his discharge and
after March 2 1899 she is not entitled
to a pension if they did not live and co-

habit
¬

together continuously from the
date of the marriage to the date of his
death But it is expressly provided that
these additional conditions of soldiers ti-

tle
¬

shall not apply to widows claims
arising from the war with Spain

DEPARTMENT NEWS

INVALID PENSION RATING ACT
OF JUNE 27 1800 In the pension case
of Oscar Caldwell under the act of Juno
27 1890 the claimant was in receipt of
general law pension of 10 per month His
claim for pension looking to a 12 rat-
ing

¬

under the act of 1800 was allowed in
March 1002 at 10 only and ho was re-

quested
¬

to elect under which law he would
draw pension the rates being the same He
thereupon appealed from the rating of only

10 under the act of 1890 contending that
tho evidence showed total inability to earn
a support by manual labor and hence
title to a rating of 12 under the act of
1800

The decision on the appeal says Asst
Secy Campbell May 9 1002 The re-
port

¬

of the official examination fchowed
that the soldier was 70 years of age The
left varicocele for which pcnsiwpd under
general law presented a tumdlRhree by
four inches in diameter tender There
was also a varicocele on the right side
two by one and a half inches in diameter
Both shoulders were creaky and limited
in motion about 45 per cent in all direc-
tions

¬

because of pain and increased joint
tissue The muscles of the neck and back
and lumbar region were tender The
knees were creaky The heart was irre-
gular

¬

intermittent irritable hypertro
phied dilated and weak its apex beat
was one inch below the nipple and there
was an apex systolic bruit Cyanosis was
present There was no special djspnoea
except upon exercise There was no
special oedema of the feet The respira-
tory

¬

murmur was greatly deficient and
there was dullness on percussion The in ¬

ternal saphenous vein of tho right leg was
enlarged from one half to three fourths
inch from the knee to the ankle the leg
was eczematous and tender on the inner
surface The claimant was described as
very feeble and barely able to move
around

The Department is clearly of tho opin ¬

ion that the conditions described in this
report warrant the allowance of the maxi-
mum

¬

rating for total inability to earn a
support by manual labor from the date of
filing tha claim The action from which
the appeal was taken is therefore reversed
and the claim is remanded for readjudica
tion in accordance with the views here¬

in stated
Another matter is presented in this

case which on account of its relative fre-
quency

¬

in cases of a similar character re-
quires

¬

further consideration It has been
noted above that no attention was paid to
tho medical testimony showing that tho
claimant had a cerebral hemorrhage sub-
sequent

¬

to the official examination and
was totally and permanently incapacitated
although said testimony was filed nearly
three months before the adjudication of
the claim and yet the allowance was only

10 per month- - It appears to the De ¬

partment that as the Medical Referee
held that said examination did not war-
rant

¬

the maximum rating this testimony
required another medical examination in
tho claimants interest before the adjudi-
cation

¬

and allowance of his claim with
a rating below the maximum provided by
the act of June 27 1800 In such a case
when apparently reliable testimony has
been filed showing a marked accession of
disability subsequent to the date of an
official examination common justice de
mauds that another medical examination
be made before the claim is adjudicated
adversely to tho claimant

Tho liability of disabilities to increase
with the lapse of time has led to the
adoption of the following rule in the ad-
judication

¬

of claims under the general
law see the Treatise on the Practice in
tho Pension Bureau page 40

When no medicnl examination has
been made of tho claimant within three
years of the time of adjudication of the
claim it will not be admitted without an-
other

¬

medical examination
Substantially tho same rule is found

on page 90 in relation to claims for in¬

valid pension under the act of June 27
1890 to wit

In all cases where the medical ex-
amination

¬

was made more than three years
prior to the date of the adjudication of
tho claim another examination will be
ordered before the claim is allowed

inese rules are just and proper and
t they hava baen adopted in the tntaicatsj

r Trz r
of claimants 3Yhie his claim is pending
a claimant certainly has the right to
show that hisfjjesability has increased
even after his oinalil medicatexamination
and lie has nn eturnl right to another meui
cal examination yuidcr such circumstances
prior-- to the ndjriencation and rejection of
his claim lhese rights should not be de-
nied

¬

nor should testimony be ignored
The survivors of the war of the rebel-

lion
¬

are all nast tlie meridinn of life and
their ranks aWilieing rapidly depleted
They are now especially liable to acces ¬

sions of disability it the occurrence of sud ¬

den and scrioilsHaTfections When such
survivor an aimlieant for pension or in
crease of pensibn becomes seriously dis ¬

abled after his official examination it may
work a hardship or jeopardize his rights
to refuse him flndther examination before
tho adjudicatiodfol his claim Greater
care should be taken in this class of
cases

INCREASE OF- - PENSION RE¬

SULTANT DISABILITY In the gen ¬

eral law increase pension case of Spiro V
Bcnnis the claimant was in receipt of pen-
sion

¬

on account of disease of left eye re-
sulting

¬

in loss of bight of same lie
claimed increase on account of loss of sight
of other eye as a result of pensioned cause
The Pension Bureauj cjectcd the claim on
the ground that loss of sight of right eye
was not connected with pensioned dis-

ability
¬

The decision on th6 appeal from
said rejection says Asst Secy Campbell
July 12 1902 The evidence the history
of the case and the pathology of the dis ¬

ease of the eyes will sustain the appe-
llants

¬

contention
It seems tothcDcpnrtment that it is

not necessary in this case to determine
whether of not the right eye was affected
by the disease in the servico in view of
the fuct that said eye has been certainly
sinco 1808 affected by nn inflammatory
process which could have been caused by
sympathy The medical evidence shows
that tho iritis in left eye extending to tne
ciliary body and as it is well known tuat
the disease under these circumstances fre
quently becomes the stniting point of a
sympathetic inflammation the probability
that such was the fact in this case is too
strong to be denied and his blindness must
be regarded as tne resnlt of his service
Tho action complained of is accordingly re-
versed

¬

and it is directed that the claim be
rcadjiidicatcd and a rate allowed for the
disability resulting from disease of both
eyes

MARRIAGE PRESUMPTION OF
LEGALITY In the pension case of the
widow of Fritz Schneider the rejection
Jan 13 1900 was based on tho familiar

ground of claimants inability though
aided by n special examination to prove
death or divorce of soldiers former wife
and hence that she is his widow The
decision on the appeal from tho rejec-
tion

¬

says Asst Secy Campbell May 19
1902 Tho marriage in issue on its face
was valid It was regularly entered into
and the parties lived together as man and
wife for a period of nine years and were
known as man and wife in the communi-
ties

¬

where they resided and so far as the
record discloses no one ever called such
marriage into question until after claim
for pension was filed It was then shown
that the soldier had been married in 1805
and no positive proof of the death or
divorce of the wife of that marriage could
bo furnished by claimant or secured on
special examination

In this case Vic special examination
was conducted iir 1898 and 1000 20 and
28 years afterjfthe disappearance of so-
ldiers

¬

first wifqarill no trace of her was
discovered Wihilo it is true that if the
soldior drove IreraAvay by inhuman con-
duct

¬

or if she lcftliim to accent and live
with another man that her absence is
accounted for still there are other ele ¬

ments cnteringrjntp the caso from which
her death maybe presumed in 1880 when
the marriage in jssuo was consummated
and this because Ho hold otherwise would
be to rob one of the strongest presump
tions known tothelaw thalof innocence
of its force and effect

In the case- - under consideration the
claimant has established marriage to the
soldier in 188C by the Jaw ofl Ohio and
she lived withohiin as his wife until his
death in 1895 and bore him two children
Up to 1895 the validity of tho marriage
was not questioned until one affiant
stated the soldier had been married in
lguo and the wife of the marriage left
him 1871 or 1872 and lias never been
heard from since The special examina¬

tion was then conducted and because
proof was not secured showing that the
first wife was dead or divorced in 1880
when the marriage in issue was entered
into tho claimant was denied a pension
This is not the law The Department
has repeatedly held it to bo the law that
in absence of proof to the contrary a
marriago solemnized in accordance with
duo forms of law is presumed to be valid

See Jennetto Burton 9 P D 31
Louisa C Germain 11 P D C6 Nora
OBrien 12 P D 32 Esther A Palmer
11 P D 320

Therefore under the facts as dis-
closed

¬

by tho evidence in this case it is
clear the claimant would be recognized as
the widow of the soldier in Ohio and
Michigan and as such widow is entitled
to pension if tho other requirements of
title are established

The action of the Bureau from which
appeal was filed is reversed

In the pension case of the widow of
Michael Fisher the rejection April 1902
was based on the ground of claimants
inability to furnish the evidence neces ¬

sary to complete the claim the particu-
lar

¬

evidence held lacking appearing to be
that required to show claimant the legal
widow of the soldier The decision on
the appeal from said rejection says Asst
Secy Campbell July 12 1902

The Department is in doubt as to the
real cause of rejection of this claim The
language of the rejection is vague uncer-
tain

¬

and indefinite and if the above cause
was tho one given the claimant or her at¬

torney it is small wonder that confusion
has resulted Tho cause of rejection
should set out what evidence was neces ¬

sary to complete the claim This not hav¬

ing been done the purposes of this anneal
can only be met by a careful review of the
evidence in order to ascertain if all the
essentials to title to pension have been
supplied

The marriage in this case is shown to
have been performed in the State of Texas
in accordance to legal forms and the evi-
dence

¬

shows that the parties lived to ¬

gether in said State as husband and wife
for 10 years the soldier dying July 11
1883 The claimant states she was mar-
ried

¬

and so was her husband before the
marriage in issue but that both spouses
were dead when said marriage was enter ¬

ed into Theriiis not n Kfintilln nt ri
dence to the contrary and in fact there
is evidence in corroboration of the fact that
both were dead jand the parties at liberty
to enter into a hew contract There is
a strong presumption in favor of the mar-
riago

¬

shown inrthis case
In the case under consideration the only

evidence of a prior marriage of the claim-
ant

¬

or the soldTerV3s the statement of the
former and ouTsrTVltness and both state-
ments

¬

arc couplcdith the statement that
the prior marriages had been dissolved by
death There ljjust us much evidence in
this case that ijiejfonner husband of the
claimant and tW iormer wife of the sol ¬

dier were dcudloriff prior to the marriage
in issue as thajtiicy were ever previously
married As a matter of law the mar¬

riage of the claimant and the soldier ling
not been attacked in any manuer sufficient
to destroy its validity lrom tne proof
of the celebration of tho marriage there
arose such a strong presumption that it
was valid that said Dresumntion is not
overcome by the mere fact that each of
tho parties to it had been married before
This principle however need not be in
voked In this case for the reason that
what evidence there is shows that the
parties were free to contract the marriage
in issue

The record has been carefully ex-
amined

¬

and there Js no essential to the
title of this widow to nension under the
act of June 27 1890 which has not been
established by sufficient evidence

This being true nothing remains but
to reverse the action of the bureau from
which appeal was filed with instructions
to give claimant a pension under said act
from date of filing claim

THE WOLF STALKER
Continued from first pafr

kept him from displaying any show of
alarm at the warning whistle of the In ¬

dian in ambush as they had come down
the river He appeared perfectly com ¬

posed now while his penetrating gaze took
in the scene on every hand

In the midst of this anxious suspense
a hanh bark rising above a sharp expres-
sion

¬

of pain the mingling cries followed
by a prolonged howl bearing an nnmis
tukalile accent of triumph came clearly
over the expanse of water from the woods
beyond

What is that asked Tom who was
becoming nervous under the strain of the
situation

Some greedy wolf that has captured
a deer and is calling his mates to share
with him in the feast replied Gray Cliff

I hope it is not tho white deer de-

clared
¬

Billic Stark
Yon canoe sets amazing low for one

empty said the Forester more to himself
than his companions The prowling wolf
had occupied but a passing thought iu his
mind It be an amazement for us to un-

snarl
¬

And theres another knot in the
string up yon lads Look if you doubt
the old man s speech

They were now far enough removed
from the shore of the pond to command
a wide view of the forest henches reach-ing--nwa- y

to the foot of the mountains
Near the center of this dark countenance
of wildwoodatthevery brow of the up ¬

per ridge ToIiii Stark and his companions
saw an orb of light that seemed stationary
on the night scene

Our camp lire declared John Some
one has put mote fuel on the flames for
there was only a rsmall blaze when we
left it

Watch it- - said the Forester If I be
not mistaken you will not have the privi
lege long

As ho finished speaking a dark bony
camo between them and the fire shielding
its light from them for a little while
Then a swift change took place The
whole fiery mass seemed to be suddenly
lifted into the nir when it burst into in
numerablo fragments which flew in every
direction Some of them were carried up-
ward

¬

with sundry curves and semi-circle- s

to expire as they began to descend to ¬

ward the earth while others flew high and
straight into the night growing fainter as
they sped up until they too died out in
the darkness of the space oveihead Where
a moment before had been seen the cheer-
ful

¬

glow of the primitive hearth a patch
of black smoke smirched the starlit night

The plumed pagans have found that
you have gone and are venting their rage
on tho brands o fire Nows me that is
a wanton waste o discretion I pity the
simple minded red who lacks- - the human
sympathy to spare even a camp fire which
makes a harmless window in the black
wall o night

I wonder where wo should have been
Gray CliffTiad you permitted us to remain
there said Billie Stark

Tut tut lad small credit belongs to
me How dark the place is now darker
than elscnhere as if a human soul had
been plucked from its abiding place I
neer see a camp re without thinking o
home and the sweet memory that clings
there like a tender vine It may be a
weakness which comes with the years but
oft as I have kindled my camp fire in the
solitude of the great green wood and
watched the bronze o the evening sky
deepen into the black o night have I felt
that Natur was taking on mourning for
the loss o day Then 1 have watched the
shadows jumping and skipping about like
so many imps o darkness playing at hide
and seek but the sacred circle o the
camp fire was a line they neer cross I
have watched cm tilt against each other
some Icetlo fellow pitting himself pell
mell against u giant that would be toppled
over like a clumsy overgrown child too
veak in its limbs to stand But he would

rally and return to the fray followed by
a dozen others all breshing against each
other with the frenzy o starving wolvts
Shadows are always at war with each
ether just as evil always fights its kin
until driven out by good as daylight con-
quers

¬

darkness
fIt may be pleasant to muse by the

eheerf il hearth o the home I low but
there be more than the comfort and piido
o the highest castle in the world found
by the camp fire Its walls have been
raised by no mortal hand and who sits
within em can but feel that he is inclosed
in heavenly shelter The camp fiie carves
out o the space a chimney that sends its
tuioko back into your eyes while it frames
in the houseless nir a window which may
be teen as far as the eye can perambulat- -

i beacon that proclaims to the beholdti
a message o peaceful content

Ay lads I love the camp fire I love
its solitude I love its freedom I love its
--acred frieuuthip upon its altar I lay my
carcs The fatigues o the day are for-
gotten

¬

the hunger o the long trail feu
the gun shot that is the messenger o
death rllmccd the cry o paiu sooth d
everything that warred with poace now
slumbcis like a fretful child sinking into
test on its mothers breast Not only dofs
the merry blaze warm my poor body but
forgotten joys o younger days build their
camp fires iic my heart until my soul
awakens to the thrill o a double life
joyment

There may be a loneliness in the camp
firo to him who has not given himself
fully into Naturs keeping He may be
timid o the sounds that fall on the car
that barkens for em but to me the roar o
tho cataract the sigh o the pine the
thunder o the tempest be songs in har-
mony

¬

with the revelations o the wild
wood while the boot o the owl the
scream o the painter and the howl o the
wolf if sich there be are like the
calls o em as aro fraid in tho dark
I think o tho background o night
us their hunting ground while mine is the
templed court o the camp fire which ren-
ders

¬

to me its protection without seeking
any in return which reveals to me its
secrets without betraying mine

How my old tongue runs on like an
equinoctial gale with this fancy o mine
which be

How fast that canoe is moving for one
that Is not propelled by a human arm
said John Stark as the Forester stopped
in the midst of his speech

Nows me declared the other there
be a sight ashore that holds my eye just
now If my old eyes do not deceive me
that be Plausawa the friendly red but
who or what that be on his heels it be not
sich as me to say

Already the three boys had turned their
gaze in the direction indicated by their
older companion when they beheld a sight
which fairly froze the blood in their veins
and fixed in their minds eye a picture they
would never forget

As the words of the Forester had led
them o expect an Indian had stepped
from out of the depth of the forest and
apparently unmindful or unconscious of
their presence in the canoe had begun to
advance hurriedly along the narrow rim of
land between the water and the fringe of
growth But the warrior in his plumes
and war like display was forgotten the
moment they discovered the gigantic crea-
ture

¬

half human half beast which fol-
lowed

¬

the redman like a sleuth hound But
as If seeking to avoid he open scene it
skulked under the deeper shadows where
its dark figure loomed to a great bight
The awed watchers in the canoe saw its
grim form plain enough to distinguish the
shape of a huge wolf though it walked
upon its hind legs erect as a man

So silently and swiftly was its pursuit
that tho Indian continued to advance
without looking back or becoming aware
of the fearful pursuer that seemed
bent on his destruction The occupants of
the canoe watched with breathless inter-
est

¬

for the outcome of the startling scene
feeling that it was to have an irresistible
bearing upon their own fortunes

To be continued

Delightful Death
Judge

The doctor says that Mrs Gadabout
is dyins from too much shopping said
Jlrs Tellit

How perfectly heavenly gushed itrs
Izzit

1

0EN JACOB H SMITH

Veterans Ask for a Rescinding of the Order
Retiring Him

Headquarters U S Grant Post 72
Department of Indiana G A It

Washington Ind Aug 21 1902
At n meeting of the nbove Post of this

date the following proceedings among
other things w ere had tuhI the following
resolution adopted to wit

Resolved That we contest the action of
President Roosevelt in suspending Gen
Jacob II Smith and his order in retiriug
the said Gen Jncob II Smith from active
military services in the U S Army as
a result of an irregular trial by court
martial

That said order by the President is first
not in keeping with his exalted position
as President of the United States nor is
it in harmony with his brilliant and splen ¬
did record for gallantry as soldier and
citizen or his previous fraternal spirit
shown his old comrades-in-arm- s

That we believe his said order retiring
Gen Jncob II Smith is under the rule of
law governing such cases irregular at
least in this to wit That any penalty
imposed upon a soldier resulting from a
proper charge lodged against him for vio-
lation

¬

of military orders of superior offi
cers such penary cannot be increased by
any authority not excontinz the Presi
dent who of course has authority to re-
tire

¬

such soldier as a distinct and separate
act

That we respectfully request that im ¬

mediate steps be taken leading up to
proper relief for this comrade and at the
same time clear away the chagrin thus
heaped upon him

Resolved That a copy of these resolu ¬

tions be sent to The National Tribune for
publication J W RAMSEY

Post Commander
JOnX KELIIUS Adjutant

RECENT LITERATURE

GEN W H POWELLS CIVIL AND
WAR RECORD

A very tasteful pamphlet has been mib--
iisncu oy m uniuuenstock of Chicago
which contains a number of interesting
nuns anu reminiscences by Gen William
H Powell who played such a conspicuous
part in the operations of the Shenandoah
Valley from the beginning of the war to
the end It contains a quantity of very
valuable war history

Magazines and Notes
The Worlds Work for September is a

beauty One of its most interesting stor¬

ies is World wide Lessons from Kansas
Farms in which the greatest State Sec-
retary

¬

of Agriculture in the world F D
Coburn of Kansas is exploited for what
hehas done for the farmers of the country
by his helpful practical papers and
pamphlets on agriculture and kindred top
ics

The Smart Set for September is bright
enough to justify its name It is bright
witty and entertaining from beginning to
end

The leading article in McCIures for
September is The Presidents Cuban Pol-
icy

¬

by William Allen White and the
subject and the author are sufficient to
guarantee its attractiveness

The Cosmopolitan1 for September has
many good things in it but the most in
teresting is a several-pages-lon- g advertise-
ment

¬

of the Mobile which will be eag¬

erly read by everybody interested in horse
less vehicles

The complete novel in Lippincotts Mag-
azine

¬

for September is A Bit of Human
Nature by Ellen Olney Kirk author of

An Anti Climax etc

A Progressive Oregon Corps
A progressive and enterprising Corps of

the Department of Oregon is Garfield Corps
ID of Portland Mrs Julia A Lawton
President of the Department of Oregon Is a
member of this Corps Jlrs Lawton Is the
wife of Col Philip Lawton a veteran of the
civil war and Is the daughter of a veteran
She has been an active worker Iir the W It
C for many years and now holds the office
of Treasurer of Corps 10 Corps 19 also num ¬

bers among its membership one of the De ¬
partment Executive Board Dr Flora A
Ilrown who is a Past President and Jlrs
Ilattle V D Reldln Department Press Cor ¬

respondent who Is also Past Corps President

Reunion of the 49th Ind
The Annual Meeting of the 49th Ind was

held at English Ind Aug 15 Fiftr four
survivors registered Col James Kclgwln
was unanimously re elected President Vice
Presidents were elected by acclamation a
follows Co A Lieut W W Kendall Co
U Sergt Steve W GIbbs CoC PrI Henry
Gurtz Co D Q M Sgt Geo F McCuIough
Co E Capt Jas A Gardner Co V Sergt
Geo W Sloan Co G Lieut Thos D Bus
klrk Co II Sergt Mich B Johnson Co I
Capt John J Alles Co K Llent Ed D
Newblll Sergt Jac B Snyder Co K was
unanimously re elected as Secretary and
Treasurer

FIT YOUR OWN EYES

With glasses at Home by oar improved
method Send for Free Outfit Fine
Aluminum Frames with Crystal Lenses 10J
Satisfaction or Honey Back

M A LEESE Mfe Optician
613 9th Street Washington D C
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Act Of June 37 1902 extends the
Indian Wars service pension act of
July 7 ltslKi to various Indian wars prior
to lbuu not mclaucd in lormer act lVltl
OIFS entitled if not remarried

EX CONFEDERATES
Joint Resolution of July 1 1002 construes

pension act of June 27 1890 to extend to
certain ex Coillederales who enlisted
in Union service before Jan 1 1865
Widows entitled

DESERTION
The above resolution also renders

pensionable certain soldiers and sailors of
war 18G1 5 who enlisted without discharge
from a former enlistment served faithfully
six months or more and wcro honorably dis-
charged

¬

BSrAdvIce fret No pension no fee
MILO B STEVENS CO Attys

osvi iiuaii x vv naiuincion a V
Founded 1S61 bv Milo IL Stevens 14th flhir

Battery
Branches at Chicago Cleveland and De ¬

troit
The National Thibune April 1 1897

Tho dim Is worthr of confidence nnnn th
ground both ot oompetenojr and honesty

New Pension Law
Undir th ct of Jam 27 1902

All soldiers who served 30 days in any of the

INDIAN WARS
from 1817 to MiS ore tntlllnt to a jmekxttif per
month Ifthe xoMlerU dead wldcnr Is entitled ITilw
has not remarried

THE ACT OF JUNE 27 1890
hiw Uo been amended and tbotuaods of claims that
linve been rejected on the crouml of a prior -
federate aervire or on arconnt nf
from previous service can now be allowed wider
recent Acisoi wngres
Prop ud atrwoil attcatloa glrea tU t
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NO FEE UNLESS SUCCESSFUL
All Classes of Claims before tho Department
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BUTTS PHILLIPS
Pension Attorneys
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WANTED
RELIABLE HEX In every locality throughout

the United States to Introduce our goods tacking up
Jiow cards on trees fences along roads and all con¬

spicuous places also distributing small advertising
matter Commission or salary SdO00 per month and
tvptnses not to exceed -- 5u per day Steady em¬

ployment to honest reliable men 2x0 experlanoa
needed Write for full particulars
EMPIRE MEDICIHE CO London Ontario Cutis

Wanted Land Warrants
Issued to soldiers of the War of the Revolution
Issued to soldiers of the War of 1812
Issued to soldiers of the War with ITexIco
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surveyor Generals Certificates Agricultural College
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PENSION BLANKS

Official Forms for Use of At-

torneys
¬

and Agents at Low
Prices
Vte are prepared to furnish the follow

tog blank forms upon application
1 Declaration for Invalid Pension Act

of June 27 1S00
2 Declaration for Guardian of Chil ¬

dren Under IU Years of Ace
3 Declaration for Original Pension ot

a Widow
4 Declaration for Restoration to tha

Itolls
5 Power of Attorney
U Aiticles of Agreement
T Declaration for Increase of Invalid

Pension
8 Declaration for Original Invalid Pen¬

sion under Act of July 14 1852
9 Declaration for Dependent Hothera

Pension Act of June 27 1800
10 Declaration for Dependent Father

Pension Act of June 27 1830
11 Power of Attorney and Articles of

Agreement combined
12 Declaration for a Iterating of an In-

valid
¬

Pension
13 Declaration for Increase of Invalid

Pension Act of June 27 1800 and May 9
1000

14 Declaration for Widows Claim for
Pension Act of June 27 1S0O and May SL
1U00

15 Large General Affidavits
1C Small General Affidavits
17 Physicians Affidavits
18 Accrued Widows
In ordering please order by number- These blanks are all according to the

form authorized by the Commissioner of
Pensions and are printed on good paper

They will be sent by mail to any ad-
dress

¬
postpaid at the rate of 10 cents

per dozen C5 cents per 100 or 5 pet
1000 assorted Lota of 1000 or mora by
express
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